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Tonight’s Agenda

• Welcome & Facilitation by Jess 
Gromer

• Breakout Session

• Subcommittee Updates

• Early Learner SD Update

• Equity Discussion

• Remarks from Mayor Allender

• Closing Comments from Jess
• Next meeting in July 



Mayor Allender



Subcommittee Updates



1.1 (Jess Gromer)

Local leaders work together 
across systems with a focus 

on early childhood.



1/2

EQUITY 
PILOT 
FOR ELSD



1.1 (continued)

Local leaders work together across systems with a focus on early childhood.

Accomplishments:
1. Leaders support their organization’s involvement in ELRC activities
2. Created Vision Statement: That all children have access to high quality 

learning experiences and environments to create a solid foundation for 
lifelong success.

3. Created First One-Pager Information sheet
4. Approved ELRC 4 Goals (listed on slide 3)
5. Reviewed City’s Comprehensive Plan, Rapid City Cultural Plan and 

Downtown Plan – Identified where NLC overlaps



1.1 (continued)
Where are we going?
Will be looking at ways to align goals, as they relate to 
early childhood of the following: 

Rapid City Comprehensive Plan
-Transportation

Rapid City Downtown Area Master Plan 
-Affordable housing

Rapid City Cultural Plan
-Equity & Arts

Preschools levels of excellence: created by SD school admin 
organization. Rating tool for preschools. A community can 
measure their progress and make the link between the 
preschools and the district. Working on incorporating this into 
the toolkit for ELRC and ELSD. Adopting this measurement tool 
and encouraging preschools in our community to utilize this.
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/equity
https://www.sasd.org/preschool-levels-excellence/#

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/equity
https://www.sasd.org/preschool-levels-excellence/


1.2 Update



1.2 (Aly Albertson)
The community invests in young children and families.

• Background: 1.2 survey and trustworthiness 

• What type of information are trustworthy sources supplying the community 
with?

• Developing three focus groups within the medical community 

• Chose the medical community to further question views on early learning 
because they are the most likely to come into contact with families with young 
children

• Focusing on what resources they need in order to focus more on early 
education

Janessa Bixel

Janessa Bixel
)







1.3 Update



1.3 ( Janessa Bixel)
Community members support and understand the importance of early childhood health, learning, and well-being.

Accomplished: Provided a presentation to the AAUW. Sharing information via social media since there has 
been limited in-person meeting opportunities 

At: Created rubric for vetting websites to recommend to parents and providers about early learning. 
Committee is testing this on the Journey Museum website. Created list of websites to vet once we have the 
rubric finalized.

Going: Working on getting permissions to install Early Learner signs in Rapid City - Parks & Rec and Outdoor 
Campus (sample images attached)





1.4 Update



1.4 (Troy Kilpatrick)

A rich network of informal supports is available for all 
families.

1. Where do we access ourselves? – Making Progress 
3.0 on Level 1

2. What have we done? 
*Created a list of Informal and Formal ELRC partners and 

collaborators to survey.
*Obtained a copy of the Food Security mapping and believe this 
will be a quick fix to create mapping for our ELRC partner 
locations.

*This will also allow us to create external communications 
to end users who can identify readily where to go for 
services (of course this will help partners know who is the 
network too).

3. What are we working on? - We are working on 
definitions within our Master list of the types of 
relationships these groups may have to Early Learning. We 
are posing the potential thought process of different types 

of questions based on the groups orientation.

Coming Soon:

*Questionnaire to be sent to the Informal and Formal 
partners. Important to this process is the consumption of 
the content that was developed by 1.2 





1.5 Update



1.5 (Kayla Klein & Kelsey Sakos)

Community resources for children and families are well-
known, accessible and easy to use.

What have we accomplished?
• Created a resource guide for early learner families, based on the 

6 most common/related questions being asked of the  211
• The guide was marketed and posted on our website.
• A press release was issued, and Kayla was interviewed by KNBN.

Where are we at?
• We are coming up with creative ways to disseminate our guide, 

despite Covid-19. 

Where are we going?
• We will work to identify barriers that prevent families from 

knowing of and accessing resources





Breakout Session 1

What would you like to see from us in order to understand our 
progress?



Early Learner South Dakota

• Early learner South Dakota social media tool kit
• State monthly newsletter
• Supporting our early learning communities

• Rapid City
• Lead/Deadwood
• Brookings
• Huron
• Chamberlain-Oacoma

• Strategic Planning work with Benchmark Data Labs





ELRC Piloting Equity Work for ELSD





Closing Remarks
Upcoming Quarterly Meetings:

Wednesday, July 28, 2021

Monday, October 25, 2021

Civic Center – LaCroix Hall C
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